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_ PARTI |
DEPARTMENT OF LEGAL AND LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS, PUNJAB
Not:fimtlon

The 20th November 2011

No. 46-Leg./2011.—The foIlowmgAct of the Leglslature of the State of
Punjab received the assent of the Governor of Punjab on the 21st November,
2011, is heleby published for general information :—

THE PUNJAB STATE COMMISSION FOR NON-RESIDENT
INDIANS ACT, 2011 |
{Punjab Act No. 33 of 2011)
AN -
ACT

to provide for the Constitution of a Commission Jor Non-resident Indians
with a view fo protecting and safeguarding the interesis of the Non-resident
Indians in the State of Punjab, and to recommend remedial measures for
their welfore and for the matters connected therewith or incidental therelo.

BE it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Punjab in the Sixty-
second Year of the Republic of India, as follows :—

1. (1) This Act may be called the Punjab State Commission for
Nen-resident Indians Act 2011. ‘

" (2) It shall come into force on and with effect from the date of its
publication in the Official Gazette.

“ 2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires,—

(a) “Chairperson” means the Chairperson of the Commission ;

Short title and
commencement.

Definitions.

(b) “Commission” means the Punjab State Commission for Non-

resident Indians constituted under seetion 3 ;

(c) “couiplaint” means all petitions or communications received
in the Commission from a Non-resident Indian or from any
other person on his behe !, in person or by post or by telegram
or by fax or by any other means whatsoever, alleging, disputes
or violations or abetment thereof-or negligence in the
prevention of such dispute or violation, by a public servant or
a private person or providing material on the basis of which
the Commission takes suo-mofu cognizance ;
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(d} “Government” means the Government of the State of Punjab
in the Department of Non-resident Indians Affairs ;

fe) “Member” means a meniber of the Comnission and includes
the Chairperson and the Secretary ; :

& Jon-resident Indians” means a person of Indlan origin, who
is enhw permanently or temporarily settled outside Indxa in
either case—

(i) for or on taking up employment outside India; or
(ij) - for carrying on a business or. vocationroutside India;
or . ’

(iii)  for any other purpose, in such circumstanees, as would
indicate his intention io stay outside India for an
uncertain period; and

’ {g)  “prescribed” means prescribed by rules made under this Act.

. . £ 4
‘-Trf’r‘;‘itl"io“ 3. (1} The Government shall, by notification, constitute 2 body fo -
of the

be known as the Punjab State Commission for Non-resident Indians to
exercise the powers conferres upon and perform the functions assigned to'it .
under this Act.

Commission.

(2) The Conuuissior shall 001151°t of

“{az) a Flldlr;JBLSon who shal] be a retired judge of the ngh
Court ;

(&) one Membcr who is, or has been an 1AS Officer, not below
the rank of Principal Secretary or Financial Commissioner
to be appointed by the Government ;

(¢} onecMember who is, or has been an IPS Officer, not below
the rank of Additi_onai Director General of Police 1o be
_ appointed by the Government ;

(d) two members shall be nominated by the Government from

~amongst the persons haviﬁ’r knowledge of, or practical

expesience in matters and issuss relating to Non-resident
Indians; and '

(e)' there shall be & Secretary (ex-cadr @W@e)

\‘1 who ghall be the Chief Executive Officer ofthe Conumnission
]\ and shal! exercise such powers and dischar, g\, such functions
i - ofthe Commission as it may delegate to

. it may dolreth

| . e itmi et
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4. TheHeadquaﬂ:ersoftheCommmsmn shail be located aiChandlgarh Herdquarter of t
the ‘Commission. H
S |
5. The Chanperson and other Members shall be dppomted by the glppjviﬂtment of |
Government. : anlf‘f&f;ﬁ"" :
. Members of the | :
Commission. ! '

6. The Chairperson and Members shall llold‘bfficé for a term of Term of office
of Chairperson -

three years from the date on which they enter upon their off“ 1ce or until they  and Members.
attain the age of seventy years, whichever is earlier :

Provided that the Government may extend the term of office of the
Chairperson or the Members for a further period of two years, but, the term
shallmot be extended beyond a period of five years.

7. (1) The Chairperson or Member may, by way of notice in writing Resignation i
: . and retnoval of

under his hand addressed to the Govérnment, resign his office. _ Cheirperson
. or Member.

{2) Notwitbstanding anything confained in sub-sectivn (), the ;
Governmant may by order remove from the office of the Chairpsrson or any 3
i

1

i

(a) isadjudged an insolvent ; or

) engages during his term of office in any paid employment ’
outside the duties of his office ; or : :

v (¢) isunfit to contmue i office byleason of infirmity of mind or
body ; or : _ ‘
) |

() is of unsound mind and stands so declared by.a competent B I

court ; or : - :
. oo

(e) 1s convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for an offence
which in the opinion of the Government involves moral

turpitude.

|
i
I
1
- i
8. (1) Inthe event of the occurrence of any vacancy in the office of Mﬂéﬂﬁf{f to act :
. - L. N - p . a5 BIXPEISOIL
the Chairperson by reason of his death, resignation or otherwise, the Government o 1o discharge :
may; by notification, authorize one of the Members to act as the Chairperson  his fu?‘%tmf‘ !
. - I cerfain |
I

until the appointment of a new Chairperson. circumstances,

e 8 i e S R .

o et

-
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(2} When the Chairperson is unable o discharge his functions owing
to absence or leave or otherwise, such one of the Members as the Government
may, by notification, authorize in this behalf, shall discharge the functions of
the Chalrperson untif the date on which the Chairperson resumes his duties.

9. The salaries and allowances payable to, and other terms and
conditions of service of, the Chairperson and Members shall be such, as may

be prescribed : .

. Pravided that neither the salary and allowances nor the other terms
and conditions of service of the Chairperson or Membcr shail be vatied to hlS

disadvantage after his appointment.

10. (1) The Governrent shall make available to the Commission an

officer of PCS (Executive) cadre, who shall be the Secretazy of the Commission.

(2) Subject to such rules aswmay be made by the Government in this

behalf, the Commission may appoint such othec administrative a11ﬂ4.6;0hmca1

staff, as it may consider necessary.

T

(3} The salaries, aliowances and condltlons of service of the officers
and other staff appointed under sub-section (2}, shall be such as may be

prescribed. i

11. No act or proceeding of the Commission shall be questloned or

shall be invalid merely on the ground of existence of any vacancy in, or defect,

in the constitution of the Commission or any defect in the appomtment ofa

person acting as Chairperson or d member or any {rreguiz {arity in the procedure

of Mrﬂ*%lon including issuing of notice f01 nolding of a meeting, not
affectirig merits of the rratter.

2. (1) The.Commission shall, while m\resuoatmg any matter under

this Act, lmve all the powers of a civil court trying a sult and, in particular, in -

respect of the following maiters, namely —

ey

examining him on oath ;
(b) requiring the discovery and production of any documents ;

(¢) recejvingevidence on affidavits ;

e et e TR

-+ (@) swamoning and enforcing the attendance of any pe1 son and
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(d) requmtlonmg any pubhc recmd or copy thereof '.From any CO'LlI't
or office ;. '

[E— . el A e

(e) issuing commlsswns for the examination of witnesses and
documeits; and - : e e s N

[ R

R any other mattel wluoh may be p1escr=bcd

(2) The Commxssmn shall pe'foxm its functions by holdmg ‘sittings”
and “meetings” at any place within the State of Punjab, :

(- 3) The Members of the Commission including the Chmpf'rson shall
" function in accorciance with the ruleE Frarr'ed under this Aet.

13. The Government shall consult the Comimission on all major policy =~ Government
to .consult the

matters affcctmg Non-resident Indians. i .  Commission.

14, The Comuanission may conduct i 111qu1ry or mvesmgation 1nt0 the EDWM of the
Omnss0n

matters falling within its authority :— ‘ to utilize the
. . D services of
(a) either directly;or _ ‘ : . certain officers
e e and investigating

(b) through an mvesﬁgatmg team constliuted by the Commmszon . agencies for
or TP et . conducting
: < : o : investigation.

v (c) through the Deputy Commissionér of she distriot conc'emed ;

or

(d) through the Government.

i5. &\TO Statement made by a person in the course of gwmg evidence  Stawement
before the Commission, shall be used against him in any civil or. criminal, ;n;(;z'nbsy )
proceedings, except for prosecuting him for giving false evidence : . to the
. Comuniission.
Provided that the statement,— '
(@) is made in reply to a qusstxon which is required by the

‘Commissionto answer, or

- (b) isrelevantto the silbject matter of the inquiry.

16. No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie against Pf;“:j’;‘;“f{ of
ac ¢ in

amny. Member or apy officer or other employce of the Commission or any person good faith,
acting under the direction gither of the Government or of the Commission, in

respect of anything, which i3 in“good faith done or intended to be done in

pursuance of this Act or, any rule or order made there under.

Pl e
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17.71) The State Government shall, after due appropriation made
the State Legisfature by law in this behalf, pay to the Commission by way
grants from the Consolidated Fund of the State, such sums of money, as

State Governmentmay consider appropriate for being utilized for the purpo.
of this Act.

i

(2) The Commission may utilize such sums of money as it considi

{ appropriaie for performing the functions under this Act and such sums

money shall be treated as oxpenditure payable out of the grants referred.to
sub-section (1)

18: (/) The Cominission shall maintain proper aceounts and oth
relevant record and prepare annual statement of accounts in sueh form,
may be presczibsd. '

(2} The aicounts of the Commission shall be audited by the Loc
Frnds Examiner, Punjab, within three months after the close of eachfinanci
year and ity expenditure in connection with such-audit, shall be payable by
Commission to the L ocal Funds Bxaminer, Punjab.

(3). The accounts of the Commission, as certified by the Local Fur
Examinet, Punjab, togetherwith the audit report thereon, shall be forwarde
anrmcdly torthe Gove;mnent by the Commission.

19, The Commlssmn shall prepare, m such form and at such time
for each financial year, as may be prescribed, its annual report, giving a fu
acuount of its activities during the previous fi nanolal year and forward & cop
thereof to'the Government, ;

28. The Govermment shall cause the annuai report togetherwith :

far as they relate to the Government aud the reasons for the non-accepiance
ifany, of any of such recommendations, and the audit report, to be laid, as soor
as may be, after the reports, are received, before the State Legislature.

21. The Chairperson, Members, officers and other employees of
the Commission shall be deemed 1o be public servants within the meanmg o
';ecuon 21 of the Indian Penal Cede.

22. Whoever being legally bound to obey any order of the Commission
under section 12 or the order of an officer or uwestlgatmg agency referred to
in section 14, intentionally omits to do so or furnishes’ false_mfoxmaﬂon, shall,

of the Indian Penal Code, as the case may be.
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' 23. Nocourt shall take cognizance of ap offence specified in section
22, BXCept on a complaint in writing of the Chairperson oy Member or an
officer, authorized by the Chairperson in this behalf

1
'
'

nake rules for cartying out the Purhoses of this Act,

%4. (1) The Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette,

(2) Every rule made under this section, shall be Iaid, as soon as“may
be, after i1 is made, beforg the House of the State Legislature while jt is in
#ession Tor a total period of ten days, which may be compri‘sed in one session
08 N tWO ¢r more successive sessions and if, before the expiry of ths seséion in
\ffmich it is so laid or the SUCcessive sessions ag aforesaid. the Hoyce agrees in
r",11aking any modification in the rufe or thé House agrees that the rule should

ot be made, the rule shall thereafter have elfect only in such modified form op

be ofno effect, as the case may be, however any such modification or annulment
shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previously done or omilted
to be done under thaj rule. ' -

: Z35. If any difficulty arises in giving effect to the provisions of this

Act, the Government may, by order, malke such provision including an adoption
or modification of any provision of this Act, as appears to the Government to

be necessary o expedient for the Purpgse of removing the difficulty :
) , .

GOBINDER SIN GH,

v Secretary to Governny ent of Punjab,
| " Department of Legal and Legislative Affairs,

? LRZE)—-Gave. Preys, UT, Chd .

ek iy
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