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1. For Statement of Objcéts and Reasons sce Punjab Govermunent
Gazette Extraordinary 1962, page 1603.
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An Act to provide for the supply of unclaimed bodies of deceased pers

to hospitals and medical and teaching Institutions for therapeutic purposes or
for the purpase of anatomical exmmniaation, dissection, »surgizal operation and

research work.
Be it cnacted by the legisliture ot the Stare of Punjab in the Fourteenth

year of the Republic of India as follows.
Statement of Objects and Reasons

"Keeping in view the increased fuciltitics in the field of m:dical education
and rcscarch it is nccessary to make o provision for the snpplies of bodies of
deceased persons to hospitals and medical and teaclung institutions for
therapeutic  purposes or purpnses  of  anatomical exaimination, dissection
surgical opevation and resenrch work,  Thin il nechs 1o cmpower the ‘,mcc,,
appointed by the State'Government 1o take  possession of the unclaimed
dead bodies in hospitals, prisons or public plac:s for the purpnscs aforesaid,”
(Punjab Government Gazstte Extruordinary, dated the Sth November, 1962).

1. Short title and cxtent.—(1) This Act may be called the Punjab

Anatomy Act,, 1963.

(2) It extends to the whole of the State of Punjab.
2. Definitions,—In this Act unless the context otherwise requires, —

(1) “approved institution” means a hospital or a medxc{'dtcaching

of this Act. -
(2 “nathorired officer,” means an oMicer appoinied under section 4:

,(‘Q,(/(B) “near relative” means any of the following relatives of the deceased,

amely a wife, husband, parent, son, daushter, brother and sister and
includes any other person who is related 1o the deceas:d —

(a) by lineal or collateral consanguinity within three degrees in lineal
relationship and six degrees in colluteral relationship; or

(b) by marriage cither with the decceszd, or with' apy rcla‘tive,
specifically mentioned in this clause or with any other rclative within the
aforesaid degrees. '

Explanations.—The expressions “lincal and collateral consanguinity"’
shall have the mcanings assigned to  them respectively in sections 25 and 26
of the Indian Succession Act, 1925 :

(4) ‘“‘prescribed” means prescribod by rule made under this Acy '

(5) “unclaimed body” means the body of a deceased person who has
1o near relutive or whose body hus not beer clained by any of his near

relatives within such period as may be prescribed,

3, Doubt or d_ispute as to ncar rclative to bereferre] to authorised officer.—
If any doubt or dispute arises whether 4 person IS a near relative of the

deceased, the matter shall be referred 10 the autiworised officer whose decision
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on such refcrence shall be final and conclusive,

4. ‘Power to appoint authosiscd officers,—The gtnf ' \ment ma
‘ » ot rae ¢ L A
by notification, wppouit forsuch area s may be specified inG ‘IT&"L"J?&L;’:‘?&?
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institution approved by the: S§atc GOvemm-:m for all or any of the purposes
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Nvfpufom-ghez 'functiom of an authoriscd officer under this Acs
‘made th er. -

Unclaimed dead es to be used for therapeutic purposes, anatomlical
fon etc.—(1) Where a' person under. treatment in a hospital,
‘her established by or vesting in, or maintained by, the State Government
1y Jocal authority, dies in such hospital and his body is unclaimed, thce
orities in charge of such hospital shall with the least practicable delay
- rt the fact to the authorised officer and such officer shall then hand over .
unclaimed body to the authorities in charge of an approved institution for
therapeutic purpose or for the purpose of conducting anatomical examina-
» dissection, surgical operation or research"work.. '
(2) Where a person dies in a hospital, other than a hospital referred to
ib-section (1), or in a prison and his body is unclaimed, the authoritios
« 1arge of such hospital or prison shall with the least practicable delay
1t the fact to the authorised officer and such officer shall hand over the
aimed body to the authorities in charge of, an approved institution for
- purpose specified in sub-section (1), S |

(3) Where a person having no permanent’place of residence in the area
re his death has taken place dies in any public' place in such area and his
y 1s unclaimed, the authorised officer of that area shall take possession of
b?gy and shall hand it over to the authorities’in' charge " of “an *approved
it'- () T*_t"car any purposg specificd in sub-section (1). - R
6, ~= paalty.—Whoever with the intention of the provisioris of this Act,

Z 3 of, or abets the disposal of, an unclaim:d body save as permitted by
' Act, or obstructs any lauthority in charge of an approved institution or an

horised officer from handing over, taking possession of, removing or using,

h dead body for the purpose specitl :d in lRis Act, shall, on conviction, be

ushable with fine which may extend to two hundred rupees.

7. Daty of police and other officers to assist in obtaining possecssion of
laimed bodles.—All officers of the Departm=nts of Police and Public Health
1 all officers in the employ of a lozal authority and all village officers shall
bound to take all reasonable mzasures to  assist any authority or officer
ihorised under this Act to obtain the possession of an unclaimz:d body.

8. Protection of persons acting under the Act.—No suit, prosecution ‘or
rer legal proceeding shall lie against any person for anything which is in
od fa:ith done or intended to be done under this Act or the rules made .
‘reunder. , * '

9. Officers to be public servants.—All officers appointed under this
ot shnll be deemed to be public servunts withia the maning of section 21

the Indian Penal Code.

A0 kule§.~(l) The State Government. may, by notification, nake
let . carrying out the purpos:s of this Act. '

f;).}»{%)!ithout prejudice to the generality of the foregoing power, such

1€s~may prescribe the period within which a near relative shall claim the
»dy of a dcceased person. |

(3) Every rulz mad: und>r this section shull bs laid as soon as may
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be after it is made before [x v x] the State Legislature while it is in sessica
for a total period of ten days which may be comprised in one session oria
two sucessive sessions. and if before the ex-piry of the session in which it is so
laid or the session, immediatcly following, *[the Legislature] agree in making
any modification in the rulc or *[the Legislature] agree that the rule .should .
not be made, the rule shall thereafter have effect only in such modified fora
or be of no effect, as the case may be, so however that any such modificatioi

or annulment shall be without prejudice to the validity of anything previous!y
done under that rule.



The Punjab Analomy Rules, 1966

19661. Skort title.—These rules may be called the Punjab Anatomy Rulgs,

2. Definitions.—In these rules, unless the context otherwise rct;uires,-—~
(@) “Act” means the Punjab Anatomy Act, 1963.
(Punjab Act 14 of 1963); and

(b) “Section” means a section of the Act. ~

1. Preseribed perlod for purpoves of suclion 2 (5).~=[Sections, 2 (5) and
10].—The body of a deceased who has a nzar relative shall . be considered to
be unclaimed if the fame is not claimed by any of his near relatives within a
period of 12 hours of the death. . '

4. Icformation of death to authorised officer.~[Scctions 7 and 10 (1)]
(1) Any ofiicer of the Department of Police or Public Health or any officer
in the employ of a local authority or any village officer who comes to know
of the death of any person, in - any public place in an arca in which he had
no permanent place of residence, shall report the fuct to  authorised officer
of that area with the least practicable dclay.

Without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing provisions, the
responsibility for immediately reporting the fact to the authorised officer and
also for assisting the authoriscd officer in making arrangements for the
removnl of the dend  body to the approved institution shall be of the
ollicer incharge of the Police Station having jurisdiction over the area or the
village headman of the area, as the case may be and in the meanwhile to
prevent decay, he will send the dead body to the mortuary of the nearcst
teaching medicul institute where arrangements for its preservation are
avatluble.

When a person dics in a hospital or ina prison, the authority incharge
of such hospital or prison shall immediately report the fact to the ncarest
relative mentioned in the records of the patient or the prisoner.

5. Preservation of unclaimed dead bodies.—[Section 10 (1]. Allthe
dead bodics received inan approved institution shall be kept in thecold -
storage mortuary until they are removed to the Anatomy Department of such
institution. In the Anatomy Dcpartment they shall be kept under suitable
conditions ut the diseretion  of the oflicer-in-chnrge of thut depaptiaont till
these are put 1o any purposy specilied in sub-section (1) of section 5 or till
these are claimed, as the case may be. | =

6. Disposal of decomposed ‘bodies.—[Section 10 ( I)].' Decorppo!bd |
bodics which cannot be us:d  for any purpose mentioned in sub-section (1)
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or section § ahall be returned to the authorised officer for disposal.

T Perlod within which dead bodles en&nyﬁb;clalimed.—[ﬁgcﬁnn 10 (2 )] e
A dead bodyhanded over 10 an &pprov tution may
,nm rchtlvy of the ‘deceased with ‘pi ' erioddl ) thoduth. 3{4 ﬁ
chargeuhnllnc’ptyahleg ¢ near r the is - cl thin a - *
md of the death. .Ifthe claun is‘made aﬁer the expiry o ’24 &
‘the nm,.rehtm will - lnva.to pay an mount ot‘ B.:- 20 towar:ﬁ V ﬂo- : }§
-.umuﬁon ¢lurgafot the dead body. o , 8 .»;t._f;-_

8- Auborised officer decislon by summary pnqnlry.—{Secttom 3 and 10

(1)). The authorised officer shall, for the purposes of deciding any doubt

or dispute whether a person isa near relative of the deceased, hold a

summary inquiry. Such authorised officer need not record the oral cvxd.cncc

of witnesses but he shall maintan a memorandum of evidence and a list

- of representations and  counter representations, if any, on the basis of which
he arrives at the decision.

9 Disposal of belongings of the decensed,—[Scction 3 and' 10 (1)). The
belonging of 'an unclaimed body shall be disposed of by authorised officer in
: ';mrdancc with the normal provision of law.

10. Snlnp.-—-[Section 10 (1)]. Nothing contained in these rules shall
apply to cases where death has taken place under suspicious circumstances
and the body- is required for medico-legal examination. In such cases if the

police have taken possession of it themselves, the body shall be handed
over to the police,
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